? I? is difficult to say whether leprosy is on the increase in India or not. Tlie census returns cannot be taken as' correct in any sense. On the day after the census returns were collected,.! asked 30 lepers attending my outdoor leper dispensary whether they had been written down as lepers in the form. Out of the 30 only 2 had been entered, and that in 'spite of the fact that all of them knew they were lepers, and many of them were educated men. If there was such a [ October, 1921. discrepancy among those who knew they were lepers, how much larger would the discrepancy be among other communities where many who are suffering from leprosy are quite unaware of it. I have frequently found patients both in Calcutta and the mofussil who have been attended by well-qualified doctors but on whom a diagnosis had not been made, although the disease had passed Well out of its early stages.
It seems to me, therefore, that, from the point of view of stamping out the disease, the most important step to be made is to educate the medical practioners with regard to the diagnosis and the dangers of the disease spreading, and through them, the people at large.
More might be done also through co-operation with the education authorities to teach the children in the schools. [ October, 1921. advantage that it may be given intravenously with practically no pain. Its organisms sheltering in the interior of the body or not, we consider that the word cure can only be used after the patient has passed through a lengthy period of observation without treatment lasting over several years. We ai*e hopeful that by means of provocative doses of the ethyl esters of these oils given intravenously in comparatively large doses we may be able to induce reactions in lepers, which will distinguish them from leprosy-free controls.
We are at present conducting extensive control experiments for the testing of the efficiency of the drugs mentioned above.
